During our recent floristic explorations in the South Andaman Islands, we collected a few specimens of Fimbristylis which after a critical study were identified as Fimbristylis bisumbellata (Forssk.) Bubani, F. littoralis Gaudich. and F. microcarya F. Muell. based on Koyama (1985) . A perusal of the literature on the flora of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Pandey & Diwakar 2008; Prasad et al. 2009 ) and various other published articles revealed that these species have not been recorded till date from the Islands and hence form new distribution records for the region. All the species are provided with an updated nomenclature, brief description, distribution and photographs. All the representative specimens are deposited in S.K. University Herbarium (SKU). (Images 3,4) .
Fimbristylis bisumbellata
Perennial herbs, up to 60cm high. Culms tufted, flatly 4-angled, striate, bearing 1-3 bladeless sheaths at base. Basal leaf sheaths 3.5-9 cm, setaceous, compressed bilaterally, attenuate apically, mouth obliquely split. Leaves shorter to longer than culm; sheath bilaterally compressed, abaxially with a membranous and rustcoloured margin, adaxially keeled, mouth obliquely split; ligule absent; leaf blade ensiform, 1.5-2 mm wide, bilaterally compressed, margin sparsely and finely serrulate, apically attenuate, setaceous tip. Involucral bracts 2-4, setaceous, base dilated, margin rust colour Annuals tufted herbs, up to 30cm high. Culms, 0.7-1.3 mm thick, flatly 3-angled, smooth. Leaves linear, 16 × 1.5-5 mm, flat, apical margin scabrid; sheath light straw colour to pale brown; ligule ciliate. Involucral bracts 3-4, leaf like 4cm long. Inflorescence decompound anthela, 3-6 × 3-6 cm, lax; primary rays 2-5, 1-5 cm, unequal, apically scabrous. Spikelets solitary, rust-colour, narrowly ovoid, 2-3 × 1-1.2 mm, slightly angular, sublaxly 5-10 flowered, apex acute.
Image 5. Fimbristylis microcarya

